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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A Sermon preached to the Sons of the Clergy, 
Upon their Firſt Solemn 2 at St. Nicola: 
Church, in Neweetel 8. 3 al Ioth, 1711. 


By JoHx SMiI | 0 —_— of 
. 0 1 | 


pf aug Allo, „ 
The Duty of Charity to the Souls of Men. A 
Sermon preach'd before the Right Worſhipful the 


Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Sheriff, &c. of New- © 


caſdle upon Tine, at All-Saints Church, on All-Saints 
Day, 1711; At the Anniverſary Publick Examina-. 
tion of a Charity School there. By CHRAR IU Es 
Wan p. NM. A. Lecturer of All- Jaintr. N 
Both Printed and oh by * _ at his Houſe « on 
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Gentlemen, " 


an & yo 08 A* k 
8 nth 4o 2 
1 rule the a d, not to Pu- 
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you have already ſo generouſly reliew'd; na. 


writings having no better Treatment in the World, 
than their Children ; and that fer the” ſame. raden | 
too, becauſe they are Theirs. 
© You barve undertalen to 
harve gi-Ven more than one ft of your good ly 
* ; and thereby * 4 web 
your Charity to the other: It i bke the re 
the young Objects of your Society, weak and defence- 
leſs, pretending to no merit but it's Relation 2 | 
and onely not an Orphan, Tet ſince you are acce 

rys to its Production, it is but Juſtice you 2 
be inſtruments of it's Preſervacion. © Ha 

Therefore, my Worthy Brethren, ſhow that < 

fection to it, which it imperfe&tly expreſſes 4 - 
wards you. Love it with that ſevere tenderneſs 
it — to perſuade. you to uſe to one artpther : | 
and then yo * will be charicable Ad verſar s to it's 
rat idly Juſt toi it, and do ne, Hane 
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my tay Brethren, . for Which 

are here again met, = 

_as a Society; T;, How | 
"Parents, and t Love one = 
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(4) 
may: with * 260d Reaſon call all Weng 
one Ane dne great Fraternity ; of 


ſingle man is .a member, we 
der bew bels beſo Juſt” with the a 


vil, ot no. ek h 
As every 


dank it bbour'ts o'exety; as, 
ſois he a Brother. But 549 muſt 180 forget 
chat tlie Apoſtle here in the Text, more Pati. 
cularly underſtands by Brotherhood, thoſe who 
were initiated into che Chriſtian Religion Lk u: % 
fays. he, Hineur all Men, 1 the Brother 
Showing us firſt our 0 beg” ind; 4 5 
- e'of the. Houſhold of © Fat 'yet 
1K. Ok lee is too general for, out d ; 
r our Prot ber bood being in a much 
narrower 9 than, either che Chriſtian 


Faith in, ganera[- net Suren Our o Chure 
particular. Gur Combination is C bur 


to one corner of the world; and tho the 
licrleneſs of jr may ſeem to make it kuler. 
ible; yet · the Members of it are Honourable.” 
They are the moſt important part of the Efta- 
blifſh'd"Oharch'; The Offspring ' of God's s Lot 
and*Inktritance ; Tue Poſteriry of thoſe who 
M:nfter at the Altar; Men who are Holy by - 
Birth, as their Fathers by Creation; Who, tho*  - 
they inherir not the Prisſthood, as did the Sons. 
e yet chat Honour and” Bleſſing, and” 


xi a Sanctuy, 


0 conſpictibiis 
Spa of it, ot 
to inherit. Sach 1 . 


i aden 
'thas' — Cade” | 
to ; Love one oe hun ionieer bog gnivont 


' Now to Lede the Brotherhood there ute dW]. 
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-pular, 'as 2 in the 
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tne? whine ottiets; ha- 
8 20 well asche A wies af their 
Nui a and Gbefth Bathars both in na. 


I &now it is, and has been the Btactice of a 
— party to make black Lifts of ſuch as 
ate uay way rehaved! to che Abe . hut if e 
doduct out f them all the 'all:che © 

mal bins Lyts * wich titoſe 
truly ee - 
charge 2 Cn, | 
> vanifhy: or: reddund: as yoann) eter of 
dien, o an Gefen au. 2 410 9. 
Hog: But 9 
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(3) 5 
Many. of our R have been leſt On- 
-phans ſo ſooa, that they could not well/have 
any great proviſion leſt them either of-Grace or 
„Fortune: To be ſute the Poverty and Weakneſs 
-of ſuch· fotlotm creatutes often lay them open 
t great temptations of acting below them» | 
ſelves, boch ac Chriſtians. and: Gentlimen, (for 
- fo1 maſt calb chem whatever their Cirtum- 
-Nlances: he.) Theie thereſam, ny: Brethten, 
arte che. Objects of your Auwit; Theſe have 
great need ef this Love of the Brotberboad; 111 
ll hen thau ſeeſt thy: poor Brother{ ſinking 
«himfelf:in; the world, fort want of Diſcretion 


or Managetment, fail not to givt him ſueh ſe - 


- fonable Counlel as may tetrie ve his Affairs. En- 
deavour to ſupply that want. of Education 
vhich the: death ot his Patents has occaſion d: 
n a word, or a Brother beroms 4 Faller. 
Teach him to: bridle: his AﬀeRtions, and eus b 
his Paſſion. Form his tender Years, with good 
Nur iure and Hdmotition. | Mould the Wax to 
hr'gixrae- Shape and Form wuhllſt it is (aft and 
pliable, Teach bim. in the-apuy:that he ſhow'd go; 
and wake ſuch deep Impreſſiopa ol it: upon 
hit mind, chat no age, or ehange, or chance, 
miywedt it aut. Q7 bis | het 100 | 
e he hacrveoptrafied any. vitious habit, 
| 8 thy Brother) Loos liach W i 
V 2156 | 8 | | dea 


| 3 . 
deal with lum not like a Magiſtrate, but a 
Brother; the Tenderneſs of the ont will go much 
tarther, than the Auſterity of the other. The 
Seeretneſs of czy Advice will! be here of igreat 
moment: therefore be tenderof his by coop 
whilſt thou art endeavouring 
. putation; and ſo — cover thoſe Fre, 
which thou wouldſt wholly"blot- ont. Thus 
thou willſt make him à party againſt himſelf, 
and he will be willing to be heal'd; wick is 
the beſt State a Sick-Perſon van be "i * 
to Health it ſelf. oC}: 
I chink I need not tell Nudes Hits 
as this have more obligation to, and 
tor ſuch Adviſing as I have ug d, han any 
others: For you cannot but know, that tho 
every Brotherhood be 4 Common! Canſe, yet cr 
is ſo in more reſpects chan the reſſ. Beſies ; 
Religion, Relation, (and that to the Altaf a8 5 
well as to one another,) and Combination, there 
are ſomo other Conſiderations more patticular- 
ly requiring Us thus to Love the By Wl 
mean thoſe fatal _ ary v0 maiſcarfi- 
ages lay upontus all. You'know were 
2 872 . who made the People the 
Offe ering: of the Lord. But of this | 
A to Advice in matters of Policy it will 
be dad difficule' to give * Rules — it.: 
But 
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(10) 
But chue much it is neceſſary to (ay, That 
managing and contriving for the better attain- 
ment of the great End of our Society, is one of 
the firſk and great Aims of the Society. Every 
man's Counſel therefore ought to be ſubſervi- 
ent to this Lowe of the Brotberbood ; eſpecially 


their's, whoſe Employments have given them 


more than Common Sk:ll in managing and im- 
proving Stocks and Funds. But this is the Buſi - 
neſs of private Conſultations, and Committees, and 


muſt therefore be left to their Diſcretion... - - 


I ſheuld now ſpeak of publick Advice; But 
I have obſerv'd that there are ſo many, and 
ſo excellent Diſcourſes upon theſe Occaſions, * 
that ĩt is wholly needleſs, were it in my Power, 


to offer any Inſtructions of this kind. The 


Sam of the Clergy, upon theſe Subjects, have 
even outdone their Fatbers in all others. For 
I may ſafely fay, That there are no Diſcourſes | 


have more Elquence, more Aﬀ eldion, more 


ot 4 letter Aim, than thoſe Sermons that have 
been preach'd before ſuch Socjetys as this. How - . 
worthily theſe our Brethren have ſhown their 
Loe to the Britberboed, I leave to thoſe to 
Judge, who yet want the Pleaſure and Profit 


ol peruſing them; Beſeeching them at the 
3 TON — - 


Spiritual. Advice, more Piety, more Inſtruftion, * - 


lame time, not to omit any opPontenitys of | 


ſo great a Bleu. 
There is one thing I wou' d ſuggeſt upoa 


this Head, but I know not whether- it is not 


already practis d: I mean that thoſe Diſcourſes 
which are publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the Society, 
ſhould be made « Bengfaltim lo it: And fo, it 
they be really valuable, they will make 4 
- dowble profit. And now having ſaid this, I 
hope all will be cautious how they make ow 
Requeſts. 
A ſecond way of erb lorve to the Brathty- 
hood is Reborn an Act of more boldueſs, 
than bare advice, and ſuch a one as ſhould take 
place, where the other will not. As it will 
be hard to ſay much on this point, ſo muen 
* not be ſaid. No man need © be 
„that where the. fill voice will not be 
"A mh it is neceſſary to lift up the Voice, Cry 
aloud, ' Spare hor, ſays God to the Prophet; He 
up thy Voice like a Trumpet. 
Some Men are ſo ſtupeficd in their Lins, 
that ordinary Advertifernents will not awake 
them. A Man muſt be earneſt and wurm with 
them, before they be able to perceive his dil. 
He muft heap line upon line, prectpt ee preps; 
before hee can n couch them to che Quick. - 
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( 12.) 
The diftrulty and danger and labour of this 
ſort of Love, muſt not be any excuſe to us 
for the non · performance of it. What if it do 
take thee ſome time and pains to put thy 
thoughts into good order and proper words 


upon ſuch an occaſion? Will's thou rather 


leave thy Brother to dye in a Lethargy, than, 
trouble thy ſelf to ſpeak ſo loud as to rowſe. 


kim out of it? This is unkind, to prefer thine. | 


own eaſe to his preſervation. - But thou alledg- 
eſt that it is dangerous; and art afraid to in- 
curr thy Brother's hatred. Yet hatred for good 
mill, ought to be no diſcouragement; ſince it 
will ſoon be overcome by it. But then the 
task is hard and diſßcult; but it is alſo great and. 
glorious: The attempt only without luccels is 
not a little commendable. But remember. 
that difficulty ſhould be a Spur. to a generous 
mind, and a more forcible argument for great 
diligence there cannot well be, than that the 
— ͥͤ » ˙·-ů·᷑̃·⁵½ö ina 
All Brotberboodr require this Duty in their, 
own proper Affairs; but our more particular- 
ly; many of us being in Authority, and better 
qualify'd than the reſt for ſuch Undertakings. 
Beſides our caſe more eſpecially demands it, 
that the. Scandal of farbearing ſuch Charity 
may not fall upon us. For where will Exhor- 
. : tation 


„ 
tation take place, if one Brother neglects it to 
another? Where may we look for it, if a 
Prieſt will not uſe it to the Son of his Brother? 
But thirdly, Perſuaſion is much of the ſame. 
nature with the foregoing Duty; but as 1 
ſhall handle it, it may pals for a diſtin&. 
head. | e | 
Ina the two former diviſions we have con- 
ſider.d more particularly the- Morals. of our 
| Brethren, that ſo both we: and they. may be 
Blameleſs before God and Men; I ſhall now en- 
deavour to make their Principles às innocent as 
their Practice. This is the proper buſineſs of 
Per ſua ſiom to inſtill good Principles, and to con- 
ſute ill ones. n 
But here I defice.. my Brethren would take 
notice that I do not charge this or any other Sv+ -- 
ciety of the like kind, with any guilt in that re- 
ſpect. But yet however, ſince the Clergy them: - 
Jelroes are not wholly free from the Inputation, 
it may be fear d that ſome of their Children like. 
; wiſe, may be liable io the ſame: I ſhall there: 
fore in a ſew words try to prevent or cure ſo 
faſhionable a Diſtempeer. 
It muſt be allow d that all ſuck. Doctmuues in 
Religion as paſs for Principles, but yet are 
not conſonant to the. Word of God, are Ervil, 


17 
Supream Power, A Deal of the Deity of Chriſt 
and the Holy Ghoſt, Making Epiſcopacy a humane 
- Hyſtitutian, and Aſſuming a power to confer Holy 
Orders; Thele, I ſay, are bad principles, becauſe 

they have no countenance from the word. of God ; 
but are directly contrary to it, as has been ſul- 
ficiently made out by many learned and unanſwer- 

able Treatiſes in ſeveral Ages of the Church, y, 

Thele falſe Doctrines are more particulatly | 
' ſcandalous tobe held by the Cle gy, or. their 
; Offspring ; becaule they ſtrike at the Fundamen- 
tals of the Chriſtian Church and Religion; our 
own more eſpecially. ES 
For what ſhall we think of that man, x hoſe 
Education, Subſiſtence and Fortunes depend 
upon the Church, who yet maintains je to be 
lawful to take up Arms againſt the Defender 
of the Faith » What of him who denys the Ar. 
ticles bis Father Subſerib d nay perhaps himfelf 
too? How can He call himſelt the Son of a 
Church- man, who rejects the firſt words of the 
| Goſpel 2 With what face can He pretend any 
Relation to Chriſtianit), who denys his Redeemer? 
Or what right has he to fo glorious 4 Title as 
the Holy Seed, who degrades bis Sanf#ifyer? In 
a word, What an unworthy wretch muſt he be, 
Who ranks his Father's Honour, bis Orders, which 
is the gift of the Spirit, with the impudence of 
Sehiſmatics and Heretics ? 1 For 


a 


(9 
For theſe and the like reaſons, my Brethren, 
beſeech you to perſuade ne nt ny 
there be any ſuch, who thus deny the Goſpel they . 
and their Fathers liv'd by, to return to a true 
and ſound mind, There is no inſtance of Bro- 
therly Love and Affection, which is greater than 
this. You can not do any thing more Meri: - 
toriouſly ſerviceable to the Brotherhood, than by 
ſhowing this Love to ſuch. poor miſtaken 
 Wretches. I need not furniſh you with 4 g 
ments: Ihe Word of God, and the Labours of the © 
der ha ve made ſufficient Proviſion. of that 


Bat 4thly, Brotherly Correption- is alſo an 
Act of Love to the Brotherhozd; Tho' it may 
ſeem ſeyere and unkind, yet the good-endit aims 
at will make large ſatistaction for the rough- 
neſs of the means ; nay, ſo it may be ma- 
nag d, as to have no Offenſiveneſs in it; but 
we muſt be cautious how we forſake the Truth - - 
by endeayouring to ſpeak ſmooth things, - 


Now this Duty is ſo neceſſary to the c "RES 


lian Society in general, that I know not ho © 
to apply it with any particylarity to c 
Therefore inſtead of giving rules for it, let us 
pray that we have no occaſion for it: That all 
who are Reluced to the Minſly may db. 


et us 


„ 
have themſelves that they may be unblameable.: - 
That they may walk worthy of their Fathers _ 
Holineſs, and their Chriſtian Pocation ; that ſono 
ſcandal may be given to thoſe vhs are without. + 
I This is what I cdu'd find to ſay of the firſt 
general head: I know indeed many more 
branches might have been inſiſted on, cho',_ 

theſe J hope are the moſt neceſſary and appli- 
cable to our Heculiar. ein Boron 

I go on therefore to the SECOND ge- 
netal manner of Loving the Brotherhood, which 
is in Dred: Of which neither the time nor the 
ſubject, tho' vaſtly copious, will ſuffer me to 
ſpeak many words. For tho' in ſuch an Ocean 

ol general matter, it may be thought an ealy 
thing to find enough to ſay to all particular 
caſes; Vet ſo many have had their choice be- 
fore me, that they have left me little to doʒ but 
to refer you to them. But beſides, -I ſuppoſe 

chat, by the Authority which the Society has o- 
ver it's Members, the manner and meaſure af 
dodur *Almsdeeds, I mean ſuch zs are ce i 
ſettled and fix d. If all be bound to à certain 
Cuntribution, to what purpoſe ſhou'd I labour 
to make thoſe willing, who have already con- 
e 19 MIS bn; 

But here it will be reaſonably alleg'd, that 

cho prevented in that care, yet it will be ex- 


pected 


1 

pected that we ſhou'd ſtir up we Brotherhood 
to a higher pitch of Love, hy barely to ob- 
ſerve the Orders and Conſtitutions of our Fr. 
ternity. Our Relation and Combination make 
us all equal; but why ſhou d our Charity be 
equal, unleſs our Fortier alſo were ſo? Bur if 
they were, our Meeting would be, co no fur- 

ther purpoſe, than a Phil ophical Sympoſium, ot 
4 friendly Collation. —.— therefore that 
the neceſſity of ſuch Brother hoods 4s ours, pro- 
ceeds from the inequality of Circumſtances in | 
the perſons concern'd, we ſhou'd make as con- 
ſiderable difference in proportioning our Alm, 
as there is in the Objefts of them: That is, We 
ſhou d gie according to our Ab-litys, and an 
chou d receive according to their Wants, For 
tho equal Diftributions, and ſtated Colkkia are 


. commendable in due place; Yet certainly it 


vou d be highly ridiculous-co ſupply all men's | 
wants after the fame marmer: This wou'd be 


feeding the naked, and clothing the hungry. There- 
ſore let every man be . — 


tys, and according to his — let him be 
fil d with good things; and that this may be 
the better done, ler the Rich proportion. their 

gifts to their laue How meanly, howlſcans 
Aaleuſſy will id look to find, in the ballancing 


; * a Wealiny may + Accounts, cyphers and units 
22 „ an- 


erd by his neceſſi- el 


| ' | | : 
Il R 
oi; | anſwering Hundreds and Thouſands? To ſee-a 
poor W:dow giving all her Subſtance, and a rich 
Publican his two mites, wou'd raiſe the ind. 
nation of all well diſpos d minds: Such a Be- 
haviour wou d make even a Pablican more 
ſcandalous, and give him a ſtill better Title to 
be rank d among Sinners. Fot without doubt, 
tho' Charity is a Free- will- offering, yet it is a 
Duty; and therefore as a total omiſſion muſt 
be a great Sin, ſo a penurious, ſneaking per- 
formance cannot but be criminal. Tis true, 
thou artnotoblig'd to give more than thy ſhare; 
but haſt thou no Honour nor Generoſity, no Pit) 
nor Gratitude? Will neither the Miſerys of the 
Brotherhood, nor thy own, Abundance, move 
thee to Liberality ? Conſider that all thy ſuper- 
fluity is the Gift of God to thee, and Ae 
in meer Gratefulneſs thou oughteſt to return 
ſome of it, ſome handſome ſhare of it, for God's 
. fake. Therefore my. Brethren; You whom 
God hath Lo d in a more conſpicuous man- 
ner than the reſt, Love you the Brotherhood 
in the ſame proportion. You may di- 
ſtinguiſh your ſelves by your Alms, without 
Oſtentation, as God has diſtinguiſh'd. you in 
your Eſtates, Fear not to excell in goodworks ; | 
and as your riches. have given you a priority 


in place, lo let them give you preeedence in 


Be 
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| drjon, if you are ſo mean and linde as to 
make your Condition your Pricvilege: | For you 
ls not to ſtep before your, rother in Honour, 


Be aſhart'd.to take the Pille 


leſs you likewiſe go.before him in Generoſity. 
is preſumption to ſit above him in Place, if 


bat are below him in Charity, It is Charity that ; | 


makes one Chriſtian mote noble than another; 

and if they. who are rich refuſe to make ſuch a 
purchaſe of Honour, | they maſt expect to be de- 
' graded, and 50 


5  inexculable; if they are eee this Re- 


ſpeck. They: cannot but have. often heard 
che. duty; and therefore 
ct ta cheit Authority they 
ought to be the moſt ready in their contribuli- 


their Father's urgi 
_ they have any re 


un d. But of all ſorts of rich 
men, thoſe of the Sons of the, Clergy, are moſt. 


” ons, eſpesially ſince it is to their Brethren, If tlie 


Hands, weought to look upon them as Aliens fo 
© ir author's children. "Te | 

Sous Perſons do a double akne . 

Tre N ey are unkind themſelves, | and 

an . exam them, who tho not ſtriciy of our 


* er nity, do yet bear a Loving and Charitable 5 


heart towards us: Who wou d without doubt exert 


themſelves with more Alacrity; if they ſaw our Foot- 


perſuaſions ot their Fathers; and Love t thein 
Brotherhood will not opet theit Hearts and their - 


ſteps before then: Let us therefore invite Their Rind. by 5 Va 
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